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JAMAL JORDAN

“...like all great queer storytellers, Jordan turns the possible into the
inevitable, the marginal into the central, and the faded into the bold.”
—DMatthew Riemer and Leighton Brown

Jamal Jordan is a mixed-media documentarian, occasional professor, storyteller,
and radical dreamer. He’s written for Vice, NBC News, and The New York Times.
His essay, “Queer Love in Color,” began in The New York Times and has since been
developed into a book under the same name.

In his moving celebration of queer love and relationships, Queer Love in Color, Jordan
documents 40 queer couples and families, including photos and essays about each
couple, vividly illustrating their story. It offers an intimate look at what it means to live at
the intersection of queer and POC identities today and honors an inclusive vision of love,
affection, and family across the spectrum of gender, race, and age.

Jamal has said, “As a visual journalist, I believe pictures can connect people in a way that
other forms of media can’t.” He grew up asking himself why no gay people looked like
him — how can you believe in something you’ve never seen? So, through his art, he gave
a gift to the world, and his younger self: the imagery of queer love — queer love in color.
This gift presents a new story with new definitions and new possibilities.

As a professor, Jamal lectures at Stanford University, teaching a course called,
“Multimedia Environmental Storytelling,” where he leads students through the creation
of photo, audio, and video storytelling projects. Jamal is also a Civic Media Fellow at the
University of Southern California, as well as a YouTube News Fellow.
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